t’s been all of 16

years since the first

- Proven Winners | .
plants appeared on the
garden scene changing
things forever. For the
first time we had access
to bedding plants that |

" seemed to be absolutely

bullet proof, plants tha _.

thrived and did it with a
sense of style and beau

never seen before. Ii the

years since a bevyof |

new introductions have

tempted and pleased u

with their color, uniqu

forms and dependabili y
~For instance I have 2 2 hangi g basket

that 1 put together Jast summer. Tt contained
a. Proven Winners' “Snow Princess” I bu-

foids), a perky orange Diascia and a
enly blue Nemesia. In the fall all the pl nts

geance.

Afriend of mine did the same thing
a Proven Winners Laguna seriés lobelia;
achieved similar results. ['suspect that if we
were to repeat that sequence with the s

- Here’s howsit:-went:

pianis, © ine:. same
thing would happen
dgain’ all‘ovet-again
next ' spring, How

-can that be that those

plants behaved more
like: tender = peren-
nials: ithan -anntials?
How.:could : these
nlants do that? Tw

[T e e

thiat trick with any ordmary annual and yﬁm
won't get that response. Thig behavior ny md~
ed some explanation,

So-recently I asked Danielle E e$t,
public relations and brand development co-
ordinator with Proven Winnets, a few ques-
tions T-had -abont these' wmarkable plants;

And Liwanted to kiiow: what's ini the futare,

now that Proven Winners has expanded the

' line to-include flowering shrubs as well as

those wonderful annuals and perennials tqo

Q; What's the difference between: th :
six-packs of annuals and those single pots of

Proven Winners plants: — besides price? in

other-words, why should 1 buy the single p \t\of

i a Proven Winner Selection instedd of a kd!e

six-pack of the same variety of annual? [\

AL Typlcally, what you see sold in six-
packs are seed varieties. of different plants.
These are older varieties that have not been

‘improved on. You will never see the same
“variety being sold in a six-pack as a 4-inch

container. All Proven Winners are grown by
vegetative cutting and most are Sterile —

makes the plants more vigoros and causes
them to focus on creating flowers instead
of seed. With seed varieties; the plant will

nhappcn thh ﬂw_v- .'
en_ Winners

' '\"'@_',\nners plants so special?

HNewer .- and:-then:
want to __stop to fo-

vari-
eties . because - they
are sterile and want’
to. focus on. produc-

ing more and more.
¥ AE— WNa

alak

. feel that starting with z;l_afg_f_:;rodt' _sys-fé_rr_\

creates a more successful plant in the gar-
den. Most Proven Winners vatriéties are new,

éxclusive: varieties only- available- through

our company. Like with the new Supertunia
*Pretty Much Picasso” — you will never see

" that specific plant sold ‘in'six-packs. How-

gver, you may see -knock=off varieties sold
in the futire.

Q: I heard somewhere that Proven Win-
ners annual plants are sterile, that is they

“don’t set seed and therefore deadheading is

not necessary fo keep them blooming. Is that

“irue, and if so.i5 that the Proven Winners

“secret”. to.success? :
Az Yes, many. of the Proven Winners va-

_rieties are sterile. When a plant s sterile it
“doesn’t focus on creating seed and contin-




ues to flower because it thinks it will set
seed: Take for instance the new “Snow Prin-
cess” Lobularia. This species is known for
seeding all over the garden and when the
heat of the summer comes on it quits flow-
ering, “Snow Princess™ is sterile so it con-
‘tinues to flower and this variety has a heat

tolerance and can tolerate summer in Dallas.

and Florida. The secret to Proven Winners
sticcess is that we are continually searching
for new and improved varieties that are tri-

they even get to re-

d test plants for

i pe that gardeners will
successful with our plants. Really, I think
the true secret is the fact that so many of our
employees are plant nuts themselves and
these  true gardeners are searching for the
best plants out there to share with all their
gardening friends.

(Note: 'Because they don’t set seed,
Proven  Winners plants will continue to
bloom without the deadheading that is nec-
egsary with other annual plants.)

Q: How are Proven Winners annu-
al-plants grown if not from seed? Are they
propagated by tissue culture?

_ A: Yes, all Proven Winners plants are
grown by tissue culture.

Q: T-understand that I cannot root.cut-
ting§ of say, 4 Proven Winners coleus or one
of the'shrub varieties, that I plan to sell. But
is it OK to root some cuttings for friends?
Why? .

A:'We don’t recommend this process.
The reason that our plants are patented and
propagation ‘prohibited is to  protect the
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' "q« lant that is sold; th_ebmd
_laxyv When consumers take

ng ool unproved new plants tom
e enaomage this behavior, it is almost like biti
feeds us. If there are no new .pla_qt_s to talic md write at

ywm Ju i
 the plants on 3 consumer level - ng them mor
Yes, it i the program staxtcd with'only
of the first plants was “Butterfly” Argyranthemum
strong seller in our line today. Today, we have 357
annuals, perennials and flowering shrubs in th 7
include Proven Selections, which are unique selections ma
each propagator on a regional performance preferenc

What are some of the “grearest hits” from Proven




- Anbuoals; 2350
. Perennials: 31
. Shrubs: 91 =
: Q How can I find out more abaut- thes
A EygomgtoourWeb i anduamgth e
: www provenwinners.com/plants/.
If you seroll 1o the bottom you are ab
ners ammals, _’Emze_n_mn parenmals
mgshmbs ha
O: Can you suggest some af the best Prave Winn
'shrubs nd trees for gardeners in Maine, zones 4 and 37
A 1 would definitely recommend using our seatch g
: abave for this. Here a gardener is able to search for an.
. for their zone and what exposure they need (st ade) He
some that come up for sun exposure and Proven Winiers annus
Artist Ageratum, Angelface Anpelonia, Shghtly 5

Why are these plants so speciat?: i b
‘Digmond Frost Euphorbia is one of Proven '-mne
e teason being because this plant 18 nothing
people have seen before and it performs diffe
W lant can tolerate dry soil - I didn’t w.
in Michigan and it bloomed all symmer. Plus it can st
a corabo or be mixed as an accent plant. Almmst hke'
breath for mixed containers.
e Proven Winners: progran 18 att abu
eties to market that make you
imes to‘what ttwse g&nera didin th

eners can get past the opini

abuut sweet alyssu and fries in the heat, bu sodamea, Butterfly Argyranthemunn, _
1’*_“13{ docsn’t - - I'would also recommend looking at what trials gardan
well in Flo uring the worst sutmers ever. Pl you thought vere great plants. Here s the tink to that: prove
is 5 t would bloo - Cawardsefm.

' Lofthe mem Wmners pizmt varxene

e W_inne : _planrs 10

ery owns tha bmn& rights to this, ’I‘hay are '
but have several licenses that grow and sell Proven W _

_ urChome__ _ ’"‘l_g:shmbs to reta:tlers theUm
G ven Wingers dogs I




